
City of Los Alamitos

Agenda Report August 24,  2015

Discussion Items Item No:  10B

To:       Mayor Richard D. Murphy & Members of the City Council

From:   Assistant City Attorney Kranitz

Via:      Bret M. Plumlee, City Manager

Subject:       Consideration of Continued Opposition to High Occupancy
Toll (HOT) Lanes on the I- 405 Improvement Project

SummaPy: The possibility of High Occupancy Toll ( HOT) lanes on the I- 405 continues
to be a high priority topic for the Corridor Cities. This is an opportunity for Council to
discuss its continued opposition to the project.

Recommendations:

1.      Adopt the Resolution No.  2015-22,  entitled,  "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE

LITIGATION FILED BY THE CITIES OF SEAL BEACH AND LONG BEACH AND

URGING THE ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY TO

CONDUCT ADEQUATE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW"; and/ or,

2.     Provide other direction as Council deems appropriate.

Background

The City Council has taken a firm stance in opposition to toll lanes on the I- 405
Improvement Project since introduction in 2012.    Over the past several years,  the

Orange County Transportation Authority ( OCTA), the State of California Department of
Transportation ( Caltrans) and the cities adjacent to the I- 405 corridor from SR-73 to I-

605 have been working on the I- 405 Freeway Improvement Project. Improvement of the
I- 405 is the signature project of the renewed Measure M2 freeway program.

The Orange County Transportation Authority Board of Directors voted on April 27, 2015,
to maintain local control of the I- 405 Improvement Project and take the lead on

implementing both the general- purpose lane promised in Measure M and the express
lanes. The Board' s vote means that OCTA will take the lead on implementing the I- 405
Express Lanes project between SR- 73 and I- 605 in addition to adding one general-
purpose lane in each direction from Euclid Street to I- 605.

At the July 21, 2015, Council Meeting Council Member Kusumoto requested discussion
of this item to reaffirm the City' s opposition to the project.    It should be noted, the



deadline for directly challenging the Environmental Impact Report for the project expired
in July 2015.

Discussion

The I- 405 Express Lanes will be two lanes in each direction and the intent is that

carpools of two or more will remain free for a minimum of three years,  pending the
results of a comprehensive traffic and revenue study. According to the OCTA, adding
the I- 405 Express Lanes benefits all people who use the I- 405. In 2040, iYs expected to

take 29 minutes to travel during rush hour from SR-73 to I- 605 in the general- purpose
lanes. That commute can be reduced to 13 minutes if a driver chooses to take the

Express Lanes. According to the OCTA, without the Express Lanes, the commute in the
general- purpose lanes would nearly double and take almost an hour to travel the same
stretch.

On July 15, 2015, Seal Beach released a Press Release stating the City Council had
unanimously directed the City Attorney to file a legal challenge to the adequacy of an
Environmental Impact Report   ( EIR)   prepared by the California Department of
Transportation ( Caltrans) and Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) for the I-
405 Improvements Project. The lawsuit was filed in Orange County Superior Court that
week.   The City' s challenge alleges that the EIR is essentially a rationalization for a
project Caltrans and OCTA illegally pre- committed to several years ago and not an
adequate disclosure of the serious adverse environmental impacts the project will
create.

Long Beach has also filed a CEQA challenge to the approvals alleging that the
environmental review was inadequate.   Long Beach is especially concerned about the
bottleneck that will be created at the 405/605 interchange where the project stops as it

reaches the Los Angeles County border and about the impacts within the City of Long
Beach.

Although it is past the deadline to file a CEQA challenge, the attorneys for both Seal

Beach and Long Beach have indicated that it would be helpful if Los Alamitos adopted a
resolution in support of their lawsuits, demanding that Caltrans and OCTA comply with
their obligation to identify and fully mitigate the impacts of the project.  OCTA has taken
the position that other cities are not concerned with the project.  Amicus support would

not be needed until the appellate level.

Fiscal Impact

None, unless the Council authorizes legal action.

Approved By:

Bret lu lee

City Manager

Attachment 1. Resolution No. 2015-22

Oppose I- 405 Toll Lanes
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Attachment 1

RESOLUTION NO. 2015- 22

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS
ALAMITOS, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING THE LITIGATION FILED BY
THE CITIES OF SEAL BEACH AND LONG BEACH AND URGING THE
ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT
ADEQUATE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

WHEREAS, in April 2015 the Orange County Transportation Authority ("OCTA")
Board of Directors voted to take the lead on implementing the I- 405 Improvement
Project to expand the 405 Freeway to add additional lanes,  including express lanes,
between SR- 73 and I- 605; and,

WHEREAS,   the OCTA Board of Directors took this action before the
environmental studies for the project had been completed; and,

WHEREAS, the project will create a bottleneck at the I- 405/ I- 605 interchange
where the lanes narrow as they reach the Los Angeles County border; and,

WHEREAS, the environmental impacts will be felt by the City of Los Alamitos, as
well as by other cities along the I/ 405 corridor; and,

WHEREAS, the environmental analysis that was done for the project does not
comply with CEQA on a number of grounds, and the OCTA began implementing the
project before the analysis was completed and before the final environmental impact
report was certified; and,

WHEREAS, the cities of Seal Beach and Long Beach have both filed lawsuits
challenging the expansion project under CEQA; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Los Alamitos is in strong opposition to
the project and believes that adequate CEQA review must be conducted,  and that
decisions on the project should be made after that process is completed; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Los Alamitos wishes to convey to
OCTA and Caltrans that Seal Beach and Long Beach are not alone in their opposition to
the project.

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The City Council of Los Alamitos hereby expresses its support for
the cities of Seal Beach and Long Beach in their CEQA litigation against OCTA and
Caltrans.



SECTION 2. The City Council of the Los Alamitos hereby demands that Caltrans
and OCTA comply with their obligations to comply with CEQA and fuliy identify the
impacts of the project and mitigate such impacts.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall send a copy of this Resolution to Caltrans and
the OCTA as well as to the cities of Long Beach and Seal Beach.

SECTION 4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 24th day of August, 2015.

ATTEST:    Richard D. Murphy, Mayor

Windmera Quintanar, CMC, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Cary S. Reisman, City Attorney

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )
COUNTY OF ORANGE     )  ss

CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS )

I, Windmera Quintanar, CMC, City Clerk of the City of Los Alamitos, California,
do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted at an adjourned regular
meeting of the City Council held on the 24th, day of August, 2015, by the following vote,
to wit:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS:

NOES:       COUNCILMEMBERS:

ABSTAIN:  COUNCIILMEMBERS:

ABSENT:   COUNCILMEMBERS:

Windmera Quintanar, CMC, City Clerk
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