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Goal 3: Commercial, office, and industrial opportunities that maintain compatibility with 
surrounding neighborhoods, businesses, and public facilities. 

Policy 3.1 Compatibility. Require that new nonresidential development is located, scaled, and 
designed to be compatible with existing adjacent neighborhoods and uses. 

Policy 3.2 Economic viability. Preserve the economic viability and continuity of existing 
commercial and industrial businesses. 

Implementation 
Action 3.1 Compatibility criteria. Revise the zoning ordinance as necessary with compatibility 

criteria, including aesthetic standards and noise and traffic thresholds, to minimize 
adverse impacts from commercial and industrial operations. 

Policy 3.2 Mitigation measures. Require buffers and feasible mitigation measures to reduce 
impacts of new or expanded uses on existing neighborhoods, businesses, and public 
facilities. 

Action 3.3 Incompatibility of commercial and retail activities with residential. Identify 
activities of commercial and retail uses that are incompatible with nearby 
residential uses and revise the zoning ordinance to minimize adverse impacts. 

Action 3.4 Alternative zoning options for commercial and industrial uses. Identify commercial 
and industrial uses that may be inappropriate in areas adjoining residential zoning 
and revise the zoning ordinance to accommodate such uses in other areas. 

Action 3.5 New residential next to existing commercial and industrial uses. Permit new 
residential construction only in areas where such development will not adversely 
impact conforming commercial and industrial uses. Identify residential zones where 
additional development may be incompatible with nearby commercial and 
industrial uses, and revise the zoning ordinance to minimize expansion of 
residential uses in such areas. 

Action 3.6 Recreation in industrial zones. Amend the zoning ordinance to implement the 
Limited Industrial general plan designation and preclude the use of other 
industrially-zoned properties for commercial recreation. 
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Goal 4: Neighborhoods and buildings that are well maintained and demonstrate a sense 
of pride and identity. 

Policy 4.1 Pride and identity. Enhance the sense of identity and increase the feeling of pride 
among Los Alamitos residents, business owners, employees, and visitors through 
excellent physical design and continual property maintenance and improvements. 

Policy 4.2 Corridor design. Buildings and related improvements along the City's arterial 
streets should exhibit authentic and enduring design. Although no specific 
architectural style is required, the City prefers that designs for individual buildings 
stay true to a single architectural style and discourage franchise architecture. 

Policy 4.3 Multifamily neighborhoods. Promote coordinated property maintenance and 
improvement in the Old Town West, Old Town East, and Apartment Row 
neighborhoods. 

Policy 4.4 Mansionization. Ensure that all new development in residential neighborhoods 
discourages mansionization. 

Policy 4.5 Substandard parcels. Encourage improvement of existing buildings and property to 
comply with current standards and present an attractive and well-maintained 
appearance. When improvements are not feasible, support the consolidation of 
substandard parcels for reuse. 

Implementation 
Action 4.1 Design guidelines. Adopt citywide commercial and industrial design guidelines that 

promote unifying design characteristics for new and renovated construction 
projects. Update the City's existing architectural guidelines. Enforce design 
guidelines through the site plan review process. 

Action 4.2 Improvement districts. Establish multifamily improvement districts, community 
facility districts, landscaping and lighting maintenance districts, special districts, and 
other special funding or financing tools to promote sustained property 
maintenance in the Old Town West, Old Town East, and Apartment Row 
neighborhoods. 

Action 4.3 Public improvements. Identify and pursue opportunities for community-funded 
public improvements that would create a sense of identity, establish pride of place, 
and enhance the overall image of Los Alamitos. 

Action 4.4 Neighborhood identity. Coordinate with residents to deSign and construct physical 
elements for each neighborhood that reflect its identity and history. Examples 
include gateway signs, landscaped areas, and artwork at key entry points. 

Action 4.5 Mansionization ordinance. Adopt a mansionization ordinance to create residential 
standards that would preclude the development of oversized and out of character 
single family homes. The ordinance should provide specific guidance on maximum 
floor area ratio, minimum open space, and minimum setback standards. 
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Action 4.6 Code enforcement education and assistance. Educate residents and other property 
and business owners on property maintenance codes and enforcement. Provide a 
clearinghouse for technical and financial assistance to property owners. Develop 
guidelines for property owners and manager groups, with an emphasis on 
multifamily neighborhoods. Coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce to 
encourage nonresidential property and business owners to avoid delay on needed 
maintenance, particularly on older buildings. 

Action 4.7 Code compliance for existing properties. Work with owners to bring buildings and 
properties into conformance with current development standards during 
maintenance and renovation projects. Provide incentives through a combination of 
reduced permitting fees, grants, and other programs (e .g., fa~ade improvement 
programs). 
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Goal 5: Lands owned by public agencies that are used, planned, and developed in a 
manner that reinforces the goals of the General Plan. 

Policy 5.1 Community use of the Joint Forces Training Base. Cooperate with Joint Forces 
Training Base (JFTB) leadership to maximize the community use of base facilities. 

Policy 5.2 Joint Forces Training Base reuse. The JFTB shall remain a functioning military 
training facility within the jurisdictional boundary of the City of Los Alamitos. If the 
federal government decides to close the base and transition it to private, non
military use, the City of Los Alamitos shall maintain a leadership role in establishing 
and implementing a base reuse plan. 

Policy 5.3 Reuse of public land. The City shall prioritize the reuse of land not along Katella 
Avenue that is owned by non-city public agencies for public uses such as civic 
buildings, parks, or recreation facilities. 

Policy 5.4 Flood control facilities. The City strongly supports the use of flood control facilities 
as public trails throughout Los Alamitos. 

Policy 5.5 Dual use of school property. Coordinate with LAUSD to enable public use of school 
facilities outside of school hours. 

Policy 5.6 School expansion and improvements. Coordinate with LAUSD and its consultants 
on technical studies for school expansion and improvement projects. 

Implementation 
Action 5.1 Coordination with JFTB on current facilities. Maintain communications between 

the City and JFTB leadership about current recreation facilities and opportunities to 
expand facilities for civilian use. 

Action 5.2 Coordination with JFTB on future plans. Maintain communications between the 
City and JFTB leadership to be apprised of new development and future plans for 
the JFTB facility. Provide support and coordination as requested by the JFTB to state 
and federal commissions, councils, and agencies. 

Action 5.3 Jurisdictional boundaries and the JFTB. Ensure surrounding jurisdictions and public 
agencies are aware that the JFTB facility is within the jurisdictional boundary of Los 
Alamitos. 

Action 5.4 Flood control facilities. Continue to coordinate with OCFCD, SCE, and JFTB 
leadership to plan for and fund the improvement and use of flood control facilities 
as public trails. 

Action 5.5 School facilities. Continue to coordinate with LAUSD and private schools on 
improvements or expansion of school facilities and operations. Strive to maintain 
communications such that the City is aware of improvements or expansion plans 
during the preliminary stages of planning and funding. Review technical studies of 

Land Use Element 29 



Public Review Draft April 2014 

school projects, providing feedback and guidance on methodology and possible 
mitigation measures. 

Action 5.6 Property adjacent to the high school. Explore alternatives to purchase and 
eliminate contamination issues on the property on northeast corner of Cerritos 
Avenue and Los Alamitos Boulevard to alleviate traffic and facilitate safer 
pedestrian and bicycle access. 
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