
CITY OF LOS ALAMITOS
Council Chamber

3191 Katella Ave., Los Alamitos CA  90720

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 
AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING

Wednesday, June 1, 2022 – 7:00 PM

SAFETY ALERT – NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20, some 
members of the City of Los Alamitos City Council may participate by videoconference.  
 
The public may access the meeting in person.  If you wish to attend the Parks, Recreation, and 
Cultural Arts Commission meeting in person, the Council Chamber is located at 3191 Katella 
Ave., Los Alamitos, California 90720, will have seating for this meeting and the public shall 
have the right to observe and offer public comment at this location.    
 
Masks will be required before entering the Council Chamber.  Seating will be available based 
on six feet of social distancing.  The City of Los Alamitos continues to follow the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines and these provisions are subject to change at 
short notice.
 
Please consider carefully before attending this meeting in person and keep a six foot distance 
from others as much as possible.  Please do not attend this meeting in person if you have 
traveled out of state and/or you have had direct contact with someone who has travelled or 
tested positive for Coronavirus (COVID-19), or you are experiencing symptoms such as 
coughing, sneezing, fever, difficulty breathing or other flu-like symptoms.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC – This Agenda contains a brief general description of each item to be considered. 
 Except as provided by law, action or discussion shall not be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda. 
 Supporting documents, including staff reports, are available for review at the Recreation & Community Services 
Department or on the City’s website at www.cityoflosalamitos.org once the agenda has been publicly posted.
 
Any written materials relating to an item on this agenda submitted to the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Recreation & 
Community Services Department, 10911 Oak St., Los Alamitos CA 90720, during normal business hours.  In 
addition, such writings or documents will be made available for public review at the respective public meeting.
 
It is the intention of the City of Los Alamitos to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all 
respects.   If, as an attendee, or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is 
normally provided, please contact the Recreation & Community Services Department at (562) 430-1073, extension 
501, 48 hours prior to the meeting so that reasonable arrangements may be made.  
 
Persons wishing to address the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission on any item on the Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission Agenda should complete a yellow “Request to Speak” card and will be 
called upon at the time the agenda item is called or during the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission’s 
consideration of the item and may address the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission for up to three 
minutes.
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1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL
Commissioner Bandak
Commissioner Beck
Commissioner K. Duran
Commissioner Gallagher
Commissioner Joseph
Vice Chair Murphy
Chair A. Duran

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Duran will lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
At this time, any individual in the audience may come forward to speak on any item 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission 
(PR&CA). Please state if you wish to speak on an item on the Agenda. Remarks are to 
be limited to not more than five minutes.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

  
A. Approval of Minutes     

Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of February 2, 2022, April 6, 2022 
and May 4, 2022..

6. STAFF REPORTS

  

A. Findings Required by AB 361 for the Continued Use of Teleconferencing for 
Meetings    
For the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission to continue to have the 
option to meet via teleconference during the pandemic, AB 361 requires the Parks, 
Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission to make specific findings at least every 
thirty (30) days.

A special meeting vote is required prior to the next scheduled meeting in July due 
to AB 361 and must be scheduled prior to July 6, 2022.   Request due to deferring 
the regular scheduled meeting for July 2022.

Recommendation:

Make the following findings by a majority vote of the Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Arts Commission:
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1.  A state of emergency has been proclaimed by California’s Governor due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and continues to be in effect; and,

2.  The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission has reconsidered the 
circumstances of the state of emergency; and,

3.  State and local officials continue to recommend measures to promote social 
distancing to slow the spread of COVID-19.

  

B. 2022 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular  
This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with 
information regarding the upcoming 35th annual Universal Waste Systems (UWS) 
4th of July Fireworks Spectacular scheduled for Monday, July 4, 2022 at the Joint 
Forces Training Base.

Recommendation:

Commission receive and file.

  

C. Parks Make Life Better Month    
This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with 
information regarding Parks Make Life Better (PMLB) Month. Recreation staff have 
coordinated programs, events, and activities for the entire family to enjoy to help 
celebrate PMLB in the month of July.

Recommendation:

Commission receive and file.
7. ITEMS FROM THE RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

8. COMMISSIONER REPORTS
At this time, Commissioners may report on items not specifically described on the 
Agenda that are of interest to the community, provided no action or discussion is taken 
except to provide staff direction to report back or to place the item on a future Agenda.

9. ADJOURNMENT

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing 
Agenda was posted at the Los Alamitos City Hall, 3191 Katella Ave. and online at 
www.cityoflosalamitos.org not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. Dated this 26th day of May 
2022.

______________________________
Trini Zenovka, Department Secretary
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City of Los Alamitos
PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS 

COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: June 1, 2022 ITEM NUMBER: 6A
To: Chair Alex Duran & Members of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts 

Commission

Presented By: Emeline Noda, Director of Recreation & Community Services

Subject: Findings Required by AB 361 for the Continued Use of 
Teleconferencing for Meetings

SUMMARY

For the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission to continue to have the option to 
meet via teleconference during the pandemic, AB 361 requires the Parks, Recreation & 
Cultural Arts Commission to make specific findings at least every thirty (30) days.

A special meeting vote is required prior to the next scheduled meeting in July due to AB 
361 and must be scheduled prior to July 6, 2022.   Request due to deferring the regular 
scheduled meeting for July 2022.

RECOMMENDATION

Make the following findings by a majority vote of the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Commission:
 
1.  A state of emergency has been proclaimed by California’s Governor due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, and continues to be in effect; and,

2.  The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission has reconsidered the circumstances 
of the state of emergency; and,

3.  State and local officials continue to recommend measures to promote social distancing 
to slow the spread of COVID-19.

BACKGROUND

Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361) was signed into law by the Governor on September 16, 2021. 
A portion of AB 361 enacted amendments to California Government Code section 54953 
regarding teleconference meetings. Those amendments authorize local agencies, like the 
City, to continue to conduct meetings by teleconference during a Governor-proclaimed 
state of emergency provided that certain findings are made by the legislative body, and 
provided that certain procedural requirements are met regarding public access to the 
meetings.
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A new requirement in AB 361 requires specific findings be reaffirmed at least every thirty 
(30) days in order for the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission to continue to have 
the option for one (1) or more of its members to use teleconferencing.

DISCUSSION

Required Findings
The teleconference provisions in AB 361 may only be utilized as long as a Governor-proclaimed state of 
emergency remains active, or while state or local officials have recommended measures to promote 
social distancing. When either of those is the case (both are true at this time), then in order to continue 
to teleconference using the new provisions of AB 361, the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Commission must make the following findings by majority vote every 30 days: 
 

(A) The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission has reconsidered the circumstances of the 
state of emergency; and 
 
(B) Either of the following circumstances exist: 

(i) The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet safely in 
person; or 

(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social 
distancing1. 
 

To comply with that requirement, the recommended action would have the Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Arts Commission find each of the following: 

a. A state of emergency has been proclaimed by California’s Governor due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and continues to be in effect; 

b.  The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission has reconsidered the 
circumstances of the state of emergency; and

c.  State and local officials continue to recommend measures to promote social 
distancing to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

The “Every 30 Days Thereafter” Requirement
As noted above, AB 361 findings must be made “no later than 30 days after teleconferencing for the first 
time pursuant to , and every 30 days thereafter…”
 
In order to preserve the option for the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission or individual 
members of the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission to participate in meetings during the 
pandemic via teleconference in the future, the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission will have to 
adopt the required findings at least every 30 days.
 
Potential Consequence of Not Making the Findings Every 30 Days
AB 361 does not expressly state what happens if a legislative body fails to make the required findings 
“every 30 days.” However, it expressly requires the timely re-approval of the findings “in order to 
continue to teleconference” in the manner that AB 361 authorizes. 
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As a result, if the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission does not adopt the required findings 
every 30 days, then the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission could be precluded from 
continuing to teleconference thereafter, perhaps even if the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Commission was later willing to adopt the findings at a later date. For this reason, the City Attorney 
recommends that the , or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.

 A “teleconference” occurs for purposes of AB 361 whenever one or more members of the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission connect to a 
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission meeting via electronic means. Thus, even if four members of the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Commission meet in person, if the fifth joins the meeting via Zoom, the meeting will be a teleconference meeting that must be conducted in accordance 
with the requirements of AB 361.
For purposes of AB 361 “…’state of emergency’ means a state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to Section 8625 of the California Emergency 
Services Act…” Cal. Gov’t Code Sec. 54953(e)(4). Section 8265 of CESA in turn refers to a state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor
Cal Gov’t Code Sec. 54953(e)(3)

FISCAL IMPACT
None.

Attachment: None
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City of Los Alamitos
PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS 

COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: June 1, 2022 ITEM NUMBER: 6B
To: Chair Alex Duran & Members of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts 

Commission

Presented By: Via Emeline Noda
Director of Recreation and Community Services Department

Subject: 2022 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular 

SUMMARY

This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with information 
regarding the upcoming 35th annual Universal Waste Systems (UWS) 4th of July Fireworks 
Spectacular scheduled for Monday, July 4, 2022 at the Joint Forces Training Base.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission receive and file.

BACKGROUND

The annual Universal Waste Systems (UWS) 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular will be held at 
the Joint Forces Training Base (JFTB), marking its 35th year of the event. It is co-sponsored by 
the cities of Los Alamitos, Seal Beach, and the Joint Forces Training Base.

DISCUSSION

The event will return to its regular, in-person format this year on Monday, July 4, 2022 from 
4:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Los Alamitos Joint Forces Training Base. Approximately 5,000 to 
7,000 people are expected to attend the free event to celebrate America’s birthday by viewing 
a spectacular firework display. The event will take place on the East Ramp with parking on the 
Tarmac. The main stage will have live entertainment provided by the 40th Infantry Division 
Band and Country Nation Band. A Family Zone will feature games, face painting, military static 
displays and family activities including a banner signing station to give thanks to our Armed 
Forces. Food and commercial vendors will be available along with a Beer Garden hosted and 
run by the MWR on Base. Food vendors secured include: Domino’s Pizza, Tres Compas, 
Coda’s Kettle Korn, Pooka’s Eats, Kona Ice of Cypress, Desserts & More, Mama Imelda’s 
Kitchen and Rosales Mexican Food.
 
The gates at Lexington and Orangewood will open to vehicular traffic beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
with a parking contractor directing vehicles to park on the Tarmac and traffic assistance 
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outside the Base provided by the Los Alamitos Police Department. Gates close at 8:45 p.m.  No 
pedestrians or bicycles will be allowed at the gate. VIP parking passes will be mailed ahead of 
time along with instructions on which entrance to use. Once inside the event, VIP pass holders 
should check in at the City staff booth to receive their wristbands to allow entrance into the 
designated VIP seating area.
 
Participants are encouraged to bring their own blankets and chairs, as seating will not be 
provided with the exception of a VIP area (VIPs still encouraged to bring chairs and blankets 
due to limited amount of seating provided) near the main stage designated for dignitaries and 
sponsors. Latrines, handwashing stations, trash receptables and light towers will be 
strategically placed throughout the event to ensure easy access. The fireworks show will begin 
at approximately 9:00 p.m. and conclude the event. The event lineup includes:
 

 4:00 p.m.                   Gates open and event begins
 4:15-7:45 p.m.           Main stage performances & Family Zone open
 7:45 p.m.                   Dignitary speeches
 8:00-9:00 p.m.           Main stage performances resume
 9:00 p.m.                   Firework show begins
 9:30 p.m.                   Event concludes

 
First-time title sponsor Universal Waste Systems (UWS) has generously provided a $20,000 
contribution to the event. Additional sponsors include: Sun Newspapers, Event-News 
Enterprise, Charles Abbott Associates, Inc., The Shops at Rossmoor, Orange County Breeze, 
Sea Air FCU, Run Seal Beach and MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long 
Beach.

FISCAL IMPACT

The projected cost of the event will be incorporated into the special events budget in the 
Recreation and Community Services Department budget.  The expenditures of the event are 
partially offset by cash and in-kind sponsorships and an in-kind contribution from the City of 
Seal Beach.

Attachment: 1. 4th of July Ad 2022
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City of Los Alamitos
PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ARTS 

COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: June 1, 2022 ITEM NUMBER: 6C
To: Chair Alex Duran & Members of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts 

Commission

Presented By: Via Emeline Noda
Director of Recreation and Community Services Department
Samantha Kenny
Community Services Coordinator

Subject: Parks Make Life Better Month

SUMMARY

This report provides the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission with information 
regarding Parks Make Life Better (PMLB) Month. Recreation staff have coordinated programs, 
events, and activities for the entire family to enjoy to help celebrate PMLB in the month of July.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission receive and file.

BACKGROUND

In 2009, the California Parks and Recreation Society (CPRS) instituted a resolution to make 
July Parks Make Life Better Month. This resolution recognizes the importance of access to 
local parks, recreation, trails, open space, and facilities as a respite for all Californians.  

DISCUSSION

The following activities will be taking place in the month of July to engage community members 
in the celebration of PMLB:

 Pop-Up Dog Park- July 1-30 at Laurel Park from 7:00am to 7:00pm. The dog park is 
divided into a small dog section and a large dog section.  

 Park Fitness Take Over- July 9 at Laurel Park from 7:30am to 9:30am.  Los Alamitos 
Recreation Staff and Tribe Functional Fitness are partnering to bring a fun workout to 
the community.  The workout is free but patrons must pre-register.  Family friendly, from 
beginners to advanced are welcome. 

 Park Pop Up- July 16 at Stansbury Park, July 23 at Orville Lewis Jr Park and July 30 at 
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Sterns Park.

 Mini Family Day with Concerts in the Park- Little Cottonwood Park, July 21 from 5:00pm 
to 6:00pm. Pre-registration is required.

 Free Pick-Up Sports- Free pick-up sports will be available for adults during the month of 
July on the following days:

 

o Basketball: Tuesday 8:30 pm to 10:00 pm
o Volleyball: Thursday 8:45 pm to 10:00 pm

 Art Workshop and Flower Seed Giveaway – July 14 at the Los Alamitos Community 
Center from 5:00pm to 6:00pm. Patrons may stop by during business hours to pick up a 
packet of flower seeds to plant in your garden or you can join us at 5:00pm for an Art 
Workshop using flower seeds. Classrooms will be broken up by age.  Pre-registration is 
required for the Art workshop. 

The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Commission is invited to attend the June 13, 2022 City 
Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. at Council Chambers to help present the Parks Make Life Better 
Proclamation and invite the community to attend July’s full month of free community activities.

FISCAL IMPACT

The projected cost of the activities is incorporated into the Recreation and Community 
Services Department general fund in various associated divisions. In-kind supplies or services 
have been sought to offset some of the costs associated with the activities. 

Attachment: None
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